How long does the IRS have to audit my return?

The Internal Revenue Service can audit your income tax record for any reason within three years after the return is filed. As a result, you need to keep virtually all of the records used to complete your return for that amount of time. You should keep most tax-related documents, though, for at least seven years, because, if the IRS suspects that you underreported income by 25% or more, it has up to six years to launch an audit.


There’s no statute of limitations if you file a false return or don’t file at all. If that’s the case, the IRS can literally haunt you into the grave and take any money you owe out of the estate you leave behind.

